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a series of treaties providing for the neutralization of the
various interoceanic routes. The last of these treaties
was negotiated with Nicaragua in 1867, and it not only
guaranteed the neutrality and innocent use of all Nicara-
guan routes between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
but also bound the contracting parties " to employ their
influence with other nations to induce them to guarantee
such neutrality and protection." Ten years afterwards,
in 1877, proposals were made to Nicaragua on behalf of
the United States for joint action in requesting the
adherence of the maritime powers to such an agreement;
but unfortunately they came to nothing. Thus from
1849 to 1877 there is an unbroken catena of American
authorities in favour of the policy defended by Great
Britain in the present controversy. In 1881 Mr Elaine
inaugurated a diametrically opposite policy, and asserted
that it was substantially the same as that for which his
countrymen had always contended. He was no doubt
free to obtain whatever credit may result from a foreign
policy of treaty-breaking and annexation; but he was
not free to seek at the same time a reputation for
sagacity, as an exponent of the time-honoured views of
the wisest American statesmen. The issue has been
fairly presented to the people of the United States;
and there seems good reason to believe that they will
prefer to walk in the old paths, and follow the tradi-
tional American policy of respecting the rights of others,
while insisting upon ample recognition of their own.

In truth they have little to thank Mr Elaine for.
He and his successor rushed wildly into a controversy,
which they ought to have entered with the greatest
circumspection; and when in it they assumed towards
us the airs of dictators, when they ought to have